Artistic Directorship

In 2019, the Stiftung Niedersachsen has appointed Antje Weithaas and Oliver Wille, two exceptional
violinists at the head of the renowned music competition, who will further develop the competition
in line with contemporary requirements.

Oliver Wille
As Professor of Chamber Music at the Hanover University of Music, Drama and Media, where he is
in charge of an internationally successful quartet class, Oliver Wille, together with the university's
own institute, is doing pioneering work in the field of chamber music education through creative
and innovative projects. In the meantime, numerous ensembles trained by him have become international prize winners and can be experienced on the important stages worldwide.
With Jana Kuss, the then 14-year-old is one of the founding members of the Kuss Quartet. Since
2002 the ensemble has played on all important concert stages and festivals worldwide and has
several award-winning CD recordings to its credit. Most recently, the four recorded the Beethoven
Quartet cycle on Paganini's Stradivaris live in Tokyo's Suntory Hall. The Kuss Quartet has pioneered
new concert formats and concept programs, for example with the Kuss Plus series in Berlin's techno
clubs. For years, they have regularly commissioned renowned composers.
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In addition to a guest professorship for violin and string quartet at the Royal Birmingham Conservatory, the Berlin-born director of the "Sommerliche Musiktage" Hitzacker is also chairman of the
project advisory board and the overall jury of the German Music Competition. Oliver Wille is a
sought-after music educator, regularly moderates discussion concerts, invents concert formats,
leads workshops and was artistic director of the chamber music series in Hannover from 2011 to
2020.
Together with Antje Weithaas, he has dedicated himself to the challenge of leading the renowned
Joseph Joachim's Violin Competition in his adopted home country into the future with many ideas
and, above all, with the goal of enabling the next generation of artists to make their way onto the
concert podium through new creative networks and collaborations.

Antje Weithaas
“Antje Weithaas is one of the great violinists of our time.” (FONOFORUM)
Brimful of energy, Antje Weithaas’ brings her compelling musical intelligence and technical mastery
to every detail of the music. Her charisma and stage presence are captivating, but never overshadow the works themselves. She has a wide-ranging repertoire that includes the great concertos
by Mozart, Beethoven and Schumann, new works such as Jörg Widmann’s Violin Concerto, modern
classics by Shostakovich, Prokofiev, Ligeti and Gubaidulina, and lesser performed concertos by Hartmann and Schoeck.
As a soloist, Antje Weithaas has worked with most of Germany’s leading orchestras, including the
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin, Bamberg Symphony and the major German radio orchestras, numerous major international orchestras such as the Los Angeles Philharmonic, San Francisco
Symphony, Philharmonia Orchestra and the BBC Symphony, as well as and the leading orchestras
of the Netherlands, Scandinavia, and Asia. She has collaborated with the illustrious conductors Vladimir Ashkenazy, Dmitri Kitayenko, Sir Neville Marriner, Marc Albrecht, Yakov Kreizberg, Sakari
Oramo and Carlos Kalmar. She enjoys a close working relationship with conductor Antonello
Manacorda, with whom she made her debuts with the Orchestra Filharmonica del Teatro La Fenice
in Venice as well as the SWR Symphony Orchestra and regularly gives concerts in her hometown
Potsdam.
Highlights of the 2018/19 season include performances with the Het Residentie Orkest under the
baton of Otto Tausk (Offertorium by Gubaildulina), Het Gelders Orkest under the baton of Antonello
Manacorda (Bruch 1), the MDR Symphony Orchestra with Klaus Mäkela in Leipzig and Ludwigsburg
(Beethoven), the Estonian National Symphony Orchestra under Olari Elts (Brahms), the Poznan Philharmonic Orchestra under Eivind Gulberg-Jensen (Beethoven), and the NDR Radiophilharmonie under Andrew Manze (Bruch 1).
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Antje Weithaas produced a reference recording of Beethoven and Berg’s violin concertos in 2013
with the Stavanger Symphony Orchestra under Steven Sloane (CAvi-music). There were rave reviews of the two first CDs from Antje Weithaas’ latest project for CAvi: complete recordings of Johann Sebastian Bach’s solo sonatas and partitas and Eugène Ysaÿe’s solo sonatas. The label cpo
recently released Vol. 2 and 3 of her recordings of Max Bruch’s complete works for violin and orchestra with the NDR Radio Philharmonic under Hermann Bäumer to great acclaim. Antje Weithaas
continues her collaboration with the NDR Radio Philharmonic and cpo with recordings of Schumann’s Violin Concerto and Brahms’ Double Concerto with Maximilian Hornung, both conducted
by Andrew Manze.
Antje Weithaas began playing the violin at the age of four and later studied at the Hochschule für
Musik “Hanns Eisler” Berlin with Professor Werner Scholz. She won the Kreisler Competition in Graz
in 1987 and the Bach Competition in Leipzig in 1988, as well as the Hanover International Violin
Competition in 1991. After teaching at the Universität der Künste Berlin, Antje Weithaas became a
professor of violin at the Hochschule für Musik “Hanns Eisler” in 2004. She plays on a 2001 Peter
Greiner violin.
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